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PCS Catastrophe Code Format 
Modification FAQ
Q: What’s changing in the catastrophe code format? 
A:  In response to customer feedback, PCS is changing the catastrophe code format from a 

2-digit code to a 4-digit code.

Q: Why is it changing? 
A:  The 4-digit code will provide greater clarity for insurers and others to identify the  

specific year in which catastrophes occurred.

Q: When will PCS implement the 4-digit code? 
A: The change will be effective on January 1, 2016.

Q: How will catastrophes be labeled? 
A:  The 4-digit code will include the 2-digit year and the 2-digit catastrophe number.  

For example, if the first catastrophe of the year occurs on January 22, 2016, the code  
will be 1611. If the second catastrophe of the year occurs on February 1, 2016, the code  
will be 1612.

Q: Is this change valid for Canada? 
A: No. The 4-digit code will be valid in the United States only. 

Q: What additional changes will users experience working with the codes? 
A: Except for the 4-digit code, there will be no other changes. 

Q: Whom should I contact if I have questions? 
A:  Please contact Ted Gregory at 201-469-3144. Customers who use the PCS designation 

to code their catastrophes are encouraged to notify each member of their claims team  
about the upcoming change.


